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HOLY TRINITY UNITED CHURCH 
 

Minister: Rev. Cory Vermeer-Cuthbert 
 

    Music: Ann Foy and the Central Avenue Bubble 
        (Ann, Russ, Kathy, Arlene, Alison & Sandy) 

 
     Order of Worship 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
Thursday, December 24th, 2020 

 

                                         Welcome 
A warm welcome is extended to all this evening, especially those  

who are worshipping at Holy Trinity for the first time. 
Your presence both enriches us and this time of celebration together. 

 

We invite you into this place and time of acceptance and light, to worship 
and know you are beloved and held in the divine embrace, just as you are. 
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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Advent Candle-Lighting Liturgy 
 

Chorale 
 

Responsive Litany 
 

Advent is a time to proclaim. 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
We proclaim a hope that is stronger than any trial. 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
We proclaim a victory that is stronger than any defeat. 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
We proclaim a peace that is stronger than any conflict. 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
We proclaim a freedom that is stronger than any bondage. 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 
Candle-lighting 

 
Tonight, we light all of the candles.  The first candle reminds us that Advent 
is a time to wait upon the Lord with faithful endurance.  The second candle 
reminds us that Advent is a time to watch for God’s presence with hopeful 
expectation.  The third candle reminds us that Advent is a time to prepare 
for the Lord in heart, soul and mind.  The fourth candle reminds us that the 
One we wait for, watch for, and prepare for is Jesus Christ, who is 
Emmanuel, meaning God is with us.   
 
Tonight we light the last candle; the Christ candle.  This candle reminds us 
that we are to proclaim the message of Christmas by celebrating what 
Christ has done, and by sharing it with others.  As the light from each 
candle fills this sanctuary, so may the Light of Christ fill our world! 
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Chorale 
 

Prayer 
God in heaven, we thank you for guiding us through our Advent journey. 
Through waiting, watching, preparing, and praising, we are now ready to 
proclaim.  Help us receive the glory of Christmas, as we celebrate and 
rejoice that you have come to us through the gift of Christ, our Saviour and 
Redeemer.  Amen. 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
 

For thousands of years First nations people have walked in this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
are gathered on the lands represented in the Robinson-Huron Treaty 61 of 
1850, the Traditional Territory of the Serpent River and Mississagi people 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.  May 
we live with respect on this land and live in peace and friendship with its 
people. 
 

Call to Worship 
 

All: We come tonight to hear the story of God’s love cradled in a manger.  
We come out of the deep night to see the light of Christ transform the 
world.  We set aside our worries and cast our eyes on the promise of hope 
that redeems us, renews us, renames us, and grafts us into the story of 
love that came down for you, for me, and for all the world.  Come, let us 
worship. 
 

Prayer of Approach 
 

 



4 
 

Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  
VU # 35 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before Him bow; 
And he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, 
And we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all, 
To gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

Holy One, we don’t feel ready. 
We don’t feel ready 

To forgive others who trespass as we have trespassed before others. 
We don’t feel ready 

To share the good news of Christ’s birth and salvation for the world. 
We don’t feel ready 

To live into a new life that lets go of our broken pieces.  Forgive us, O God! 
Forgive us, O God! 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD TO US 
 

First Reading: Psalm 96 (NRSV) 
(Reader: Roger West) 

Praise to God Who Comes in Judgment 

1 O sing to the LORD a new song; 
    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
    tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvelous works among all the peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
    he is to be revered above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
    but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Honour and majesty are before him; 
    strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in holy splendor; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD is king! 
    The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 
    He will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
    let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
12     let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
13     before the LORD; for he is coming, 
    for he is coming to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with his truth. 
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Responsive Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
(Reader: Roger West) 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.  For those who lived in a land of deep shadows – 
 

Light!  Sunbursts of light! 
 

You repopulated the nation, you expanded its joy.  Oh, 
they’re so glad in your presence!  Festival joy!  The joy 
of a great celebration, sharing rich gifts and warm 
greetings. 
 

Light!  Sunbursts of light! 
 

The abuse of oppressors and cruelty of tyrants – all 
their whips and cudgels and curses – is gone, done 
away with, a deliverance as surprising and sudden as 
Gideon’s old victory over Midian.  The boots of all 
those invading troops, along with their shirts soaked 
with innocent blood, will be piled in a heap and 
burned, a fire that will burn for days!  For a child has 
been born – for us!  The gift of a son – for us! 
 

Light!  Sunbursts of light! 
 

He’ll take over the running of the world.  His names 
will be:  Amazing Counsellor, Strong God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Wholeness.  His ruling authority will 
grow, and there’ll be no limits to the wholeness he 
brings.  He’ll rule from the historic David throne over 
that promised kingdom.  He’ll put that kingdom on a 
firm footing and keep it going, with fair dealing and 
right living, beginning now and lasting always.  The zeal 
of God will do all this.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Amen! 
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Hymn: Arise, Your Light Is Come 
VU # 79 

 

Arise, your light has come! 
The Spirit’s call obey; 
show forth the glory of your God 
which shines on you today. 
 

Arise, your light has come! 
Fling wide the prison door; 
proclaim the captive’s liberty, 
good tidings to the poor. 
 

Arise, your light has come! 
All you in sorrow born, 
bind up the broken-hearted ones 
and comfort those who mourn. 
 

Arise, your light has come! 
The mountains burst in song! 
Rise up like eagles on the wing, 
God’s power will make us strong. 

 

Gospel Reading: 
 

Scripture: Luke 2: 1-7 (NRSV) 
The Birth of Jesus 
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
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Song: There Will Be More Room  
Written and Sung by Ann Foy 

 

There’ll be more room for Jesus at the table this year. 
The relatives will not be coming near. 
And even friends and neighbours, we only see a few, 
There will be more room for Jesus at our table this year!! 
 

Chorus: 
There’s never been a time like this, in all the years I’ve lived. 
I’ve never questioned: “Should I trim the tree?” 
Then a silver-lining sparked a light, and Jesus spoke to me. 
I heard Him say, “Hunker down, set the Table, wait for Me!” 
 

We’d love to see our children, and hold them oh so near. 
With them I’d like to raise a glass of cheer! 
And when it comes to grandchildren… I could almost weep… 
No loved ones by the Christmas tree… Whoa is me. 
 

Chorus: 
There’s never been a time like this, in all the years I’ve lived. 
I’ve never questioned: “Should I trim the tree?” 
Then a silver-lining sparked a light, and Jesus spoke to me. 
I heard Him say, “Hunker down, set the Table, wait for Me!” 
 
Jesus said, “Hunker down, set the table, trim the tree, and wait  
for me.” 
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Scripture: Luke 2:8-14 (NRSV) 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
 
 

Carol: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
VU # 48 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
  Hark! the herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail, the incarnate deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel!  
  Hark! the herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays His glory by, 
born that we no more may die  
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth.    

  Hark! the herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Scripture: Luke 2:15-20 (NRSV) 

 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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Carol: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
VU # 58 

 
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, 
noels ringing, tidings bringing; 
  Christ the babe is Lord of all; 
  Christ the babe is Lord of all! 
 
Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new; 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
  Christ the babe was born for you; 
  Christ the babe was born for you! 

 
Story: The Sacrifice 

by Aney B. Chatterton 

 
Musical Meditation: It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 

Kathy Mitchell on Clarinet   

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD 

 
Prayers of the Faithful 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
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Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night 
VU # 67 

 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah,  
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

Offertory Invitation 
 

Musical Offering: O Holy Night 
-sung by Russ Foy, Ann Foy on guitar  

 
Offertory Prayer 
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WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

Song:  
The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy 

Ann and the Team 
 

               Commissioning and Benediction 
 

Chorale Benediction: Silent as the Snow Flake 
 

Hymn: Joy to the World!  
VU # 59 

(**congregation sing outdoors, weather permitting**)  
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground: 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the earth with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,                                                   
and wonders of his love. 



15 
 

 

 

Thank you!  Merci!  Dank Uwel!  
 

It is a privilege to say Thanks to so many:  

 

¶ Thank you to all for attending worship, thereby enriching 

the experience for all of us  

¶ Thank you to Roger for the weekly videoing and putting 

together our online worship  

¶ Thank you to Ann, Russ, Arlene, Alison, Kathy M. and 

Sandy for offering their varied gifts of music  

¶ Thank you to Elaine and the Worship Committee for helping 

decorate the church  

¶ Thank you to Kathy C. for enabling a smooth and safe 

entry and exit from church and for providing bulletins  

¶ Thank you to the Property Guys for keeping our sidewalks 

clear 

¶ ËÜÕâß íãé Úãæ çéääãæèÝâÛ JÃÕææíMç ÇàÕ×ÙK ëÝèÜ íãéæ ÛÝÚèç 

and to Sandy, Elaine, Jen and Ba rbie for putting it all 

together . 

 

Merry Christmas and let us look with hope into the New Year!  

 

Blessings, Rev Cory 

 


